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Since the founding of China, it has always been a multi-religion country. About 85% of the Chinese people are religious and the other 15% are atheists. China’s major religions are Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Islam and Christianity. In this report we will go through several types of religions in China. The information given is linked to my personal interests in that religion and also to the size of the religion in China.
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Buddhism is China’s oldest foreign religion that was introduced 2000 years ago. It was brought to China by Buddhists monks from India during the Han dynasty and it took more than a century to get incorporated thanks to Taoism. Buddhists borrowed ideas from Taoism via the Chinese language. The Buddhists gained a language that made it easier to teach their beliefs and traditions while Taoists got to broaden their knowledge about the cosmos.  It is broadly acknowledged by the Chinese and the religion has grown into three different sections, the Han, Tibetan and Southern Buddhism. Buddhism has a giant impact on the local culture. The literature, art and ideology have been influenced by this religion. Bodhisattva Guanyin, who’s being seen as a superior being who aided the suffering in the world, became one of the most popular icons in Chinese. Buddhism is the biggest religion in the country. About 185 million people are Buddhists.
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Confucianism is characterized to be a philosophical and social system rather than a religion. It has been built on an ancient foundation to establish the social values, institutions and ideas of a traditional Chinese society. These ideas matured from the thoughts of Confucius and later these were used as a way of educating people. It became the ideology of the feudal system since the reign of Emperor Wu during the Han Dynasty. The principles and traditions, based on the Four Books and Five Classics, played a valuable role in the establishment of the Chinese people’s thinking and way of living.
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Taoism commenced about 1800 years ago during the Warring Period. Taoism is influencing the local culture, mostly the traditional literature and medicine. Taoism is also known as Daoism. Daoism comes from the Chinse word: Daojiao, which refers to the philosophical works. A lot of people think of Taoism as going with the flow and getting in touch with nature and the way or path of living. Taoists recognize multiple gods and goddesses. They are all divine emanations of celestial energy
[bookmark: _Toc478735815]Islam
Islam was introduced in China during the Tang Dynasty. The Muslims are a minority group in China. The Muslims live in all parts of China and the highest concentration can be found in Xinjiang, Gansu. 
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Also Christianity was introduced during in Tang Dynasty, which was named Nestorianism in that time. It is not as long in China as Taoism, Buddhism nor Confucianism, Christianity is of the religions that gained a lot of influence during the last hundreds of years.
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[bookmark: _Toc478735818]Next to the main religions in China, the inhabitants also have other traditional ideas. The worshipping of ancestral souls is a believe that is being practiced by more than 200 million people. About 150 million people believe in Feng Shui, a body of knowledge that teaches how to balance the energies in a space to assure good fortune, and 140 million people pray to the God of Wealth, for receiving blessing of great luck and large wealth. Chinese astrology also played was an important belief but most of these other beliefs are vanishing thanks to the arrival and influences of the western culture. 
My interests
In this report I focused on the parts that I didn’t know about a certain religion in China. I think it is very interesting that such a populated country as China has a lot of different religions, thoughts and ideas. I have broaden my basic knowledge about this topic but I hope to get into detail when I am in China. I hope I will find more valuable information and personal insights when I am in China. 
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Preparation of the study visit
Questions
	University
	CUEB
	Do you know what past students are doing two or three years after they graduated?
What percentage of students study abroad?

	University
	XJTLU
	What grades do you need to get accepted at XJTLU and if you don’t get the needed grades, can you still attend?
What type of career services do you have?

	University
	University of Dayton
	What activities are offered to students?

	Company 
	China Floors
	Can you give me an example of a project you’ve been working on?
How are new employees being trained?

	Company
	Mr. Waffle
	What does a typical day look like for you?
Has your role changed since you’ve been at Mr. Waffle?

	Company
	Boon Edam
	What did you do before working at Boon Edam?

	Company
	Shanghai Nuanyou Information Technology Co. Ltd (E-commerce)
	What is your favorite part about working here?
Where do you see the company in the next 5 years?

	Organisation
	Flanders Investment & Trade
	What is the most difficult aspect of your position?
Where are the people who have held your current position now?

	Embassy
	Belgian Embassy Beijing
	What kind of training does a new employee get at BEB?



