International Business management at the Artevelde University College. A new challenge, a new beginning.
Law, logistics, banking and finance, economics, talent and management development, Chinese and Intercultural communication are the courses I had the first semester. Chinese and ICC were my favorites. Why? Not only because I was interested in the content of the course but also because those teachers I liked the most. A teacher can really make or break your day/course. Not only if you have a very motivated teacher but also a teacher that know his subject well and knows how to bring his information over to his student in an original way. Those are the most respected. The teacher of banking and finance was also very good. His way of teaching is great but I just don’t like his course. Since one of my main goals in this program is to improve my English skills, it’s very important that the teacher’s language skills are better than the student’s. And I was a little disappointed in the beginning of the program. The most teachers couldn’t satisfy my expectations. But after 2 weeks it became clear that they (the most of them) were doing a great effort by taking lessons in English but also by preparing their classes very well. I respected this a lot. I respect every teacher as a person but those who are willing to become an even better teacher I respect the most.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Some classes were mandatory and others were not. What made me decide if I would come to class or not. First of all, the level of English by the teacher. Some teachers disappointed me. Their English level was way too low to give classes in front of international students who are willing to become an international manager. I respect them as a teacher and it’s possible that they are very good teachers in their mother tongue, but the quality of the lessons drop. Some teachers were definitely doing their best and it was clear to us, the students, that they prepared their classes, which I respected very much. How much I liked a subject would also influence my choice. For classes which I was interested in, I tried not to miss one. I prepared them at home and was very motivated to go to the next class. On the other hand, I was less motivated for subjects I didn’t like. So, I skipped some classes. This is not only influenced by my personal choice but also by my fellow students. It’s less attractive to go to class if your friend are also not going. 
Some students didn’t go to a lot of classes and they left the subject material for the end of the year. But I didn’t. Each class I skipped I worked for that subject myself. I read the slides and studied the syllabus by my own. After each week I asked the students who went to these classes what they had already seen. If I was behind, I spent more time working for school during the time that I was normally free. But if I was ahead of class, I would give myself some extra spare time. 
If I look back now to my method of going to class vs not going to class, I’m very happy. I worked a lot for each subject and I think that the time I didn’t spend in class I did well by working individually. The only disadvantage that I think I have is that I don’t know the teacher that good as other teachers. I think it’s important to know your teacher. During your semester you get to know how your teachers ask questions, what he wants you to know and what not. But I try to clear this disadvantage my communicating a lot with fellow students.
During the semester I kept summaries of all subjects. I prepared all tasks, group projects and went to all obliged classes. I think I scored good for all my tasks and tests and that my score for Talent and ICC (compulsory classes) will be good since I put a lot of effort in those. I think I did well this semester and I’m ready for the exams. My goal is to pass for all of them. Next semester I will go more to class since, even I know I worked hard, I still have an uncomfortable feeling about some exams. 
I’ve really enjoyed my first semester.
